TO THE CONSTITUTION ARTICLE XIII. AMENDMENTS (Page 106)
Amendments to the Constitution may be made at any regularly called session of the General Council provided that the proposed amendments have been submitted in writing at least 6 months in advance to the Executive Presbytery. Before the Executive Presbytery may submit proposed amendments for consideration by a session of the General Council, it shall provide written notice of the proposed amendments by regular or electronic mail to the office of each district superintendent and each district secretary and to ministers of The General Council of the Assemblies of God, not later than 30 days prior to said session. Amendments to the Constitution shall require a two-thirds vote of all members present and voting.
DISTRICT COUNCIL NOMENCLATURE
WHEREAS, The Assemblies of God membership consists of all ministers in possession of 1 current credential recognition by the Assemblies of God and all churches who 2 have voluntarily chosen affiliation with the Assemblies of God; and 3 WHEREAS, The district councils (both geographic and language/ethnic) recognized by the 4
Assemblies of God serve as the primary interface for credential matters and 5 providing a network of fellowship among member churches and ministers; and 6 WHEREAS, In order to more clearly convey culture, mission, and purpose, various district 7 councils have chosen to amend their identity, choosing other descriptive names; 8 and 9
WHEREAS, The General Council documents should recognize and empower its districts in 10 such action; therefore, be it 11 RESOLVED, That General Council Constitution ARTICLE X. DISTRICT COUNCILS, 12 Section 1. Membership, page 103, which currently reads: 13
Membership of each district council shall be determined by the district's 14 constitution and bylaws. 15
Be amended to read: 16
Membership of each district council shall be determined by the district's 17 constitution and bylaws. District councils may also be known as networks, 18 resource centers, or other nomenclature adopted by their council in session. (1) District representatives. In addition to the superintendent of each 25 district, who shall serve on the General Presbytery by virtue of office, two 26 others shall be elected by the district council in session, both of whom shall be 27 ordained Assemblies of God ministers, and at least one of whom shall be a 28 pastor of a church or a person involved in other ministry located in the district. 29
They shall take office immediately upon election. 30 1
(1) District representatives. Each district shall have the privilege of 2 representation on the General Presbytery by three members-the district 3 superintendent together with two others who shall be elected by their district 4 council, one of whom shall be an ordained pastor of a church or an ordained 5 person involved in other ministry located in the district. They shall take office 6 immediately upon election. In addition to the superintendent of each district, 7 who shall serve on the General Presbytery by virtue of office, two others shall 8 be elected by the district council in session, both of whom shall be ordained 9
Assemblies of God ministers, and at least one of whom shall be a pastor of a 10 church or a person involved in other ministry located in the district. They shall 11 take office immediately upon election. 12
Sponsor: General Presbytery
Presented ____________________ Amended ____________________ Referred ____________________ Adopted ____________________ Lost ____________________
COMPASSION, JUSTICE, AND PEACEMAKING
Angels heralded Christ's birth with the words, "Peace on earth." We also know that, as the 1 Prince of Peace, Christ will return soon to set up His kingdom by bringing "Peace on earth" and 2 rule with justice. However, between these two events, what is our role in bringing peace and 3 justice to our world today? Do we merely wait for Christ to return and bring peace? Do calls for 4 justice in the Old Testament speak to the Assemblies of God today? Is there a place for a 5
Pentecostal prophetic word like that of Amos? What should be our response to conflict, human 6 trafficking, slave labor, child exploitation, the homeless, and widows and orphans? The General 7
Council of the Assemblies of God, district councils, and local churches should be involved in 8 conflict resolution between churches, denominations, races, religions, and countries. We believe 9 justice and peacemaking are necessary complements of compassion ministries, and this should 10 be clearly stated in our Constitution. 11
Furthermore, the Commission on Doctrinal Purity and the General Presbytery approved the 12 Assemblies of God position paper entitled, "Church Mission and Peacemaking." We, the 13 undersigned, propose the following amendment to our Constitution, ARTICLE III. 14 PREROGATIVES, line e. which reads, "To respond to human need with ministries of 15 compassion," by adding the words "and actions that promote justice and peacemaking." show mercy and compassion to one another'" (Zechariah 7:9); and 29 WHEREAS, Paul wrote, "Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to 1 mutual edification" (Romans 14:19); and 2 WHEREAS, The author of Hebrews wrote, "Make every effort to live in peace with everyone 3 and to be holy" (Hebrews 12:14) ; and 4 WHEREAS, James wrote, "Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness" 5 (James 3:18); and 6 WHEREAS, Matthew records the prophecy of Isaiah, "A bruised reed he will not break, and a 7 smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he has brought justice through to 8 victory" (Matthew 12:20; Isaiah 42:3); and 9 WHEREAS, The Assemblies of God adopted the position paper entitled, "Church Mission and 10
Peacemaking," which states, "the Assemblies of God considers peacemaking to 11 be intrinsic to the Church's mission" (page 1, line 2); "the Church in our time, and 12 every time, has both the imperative and the challenge of pursuing peace" (page 4, 13 Amendments to the Bylaws may be made at any regular meeting of The General Council of the Assemblies of God. Amendments to be adopted shall require a majority of all votes cast. 
INACTIVE MINISTERS STATUS

WHEREAS, The General
List of Assemblies of God Ministers. 21 (4) Support of General Council National Leadership and 22
Resource Center. Senior-active and senior-semiretired ministers shall 23 continue to designate the required amount of support to the General 24
Council National Leadership and Resource Center as set forth in 25
Bylaws, Article VII, Section 10, paragraph f. Senior-retired ministers 26 shall be free to distribute as they desire the portion of their tithes 27 previously paid to the General Council. 28 1
Section 7. Senior-Retired Ministers 2
In respect and honor to those ministers who have given years of service to 3 the Fellowship, the term senior-retired shall be used for those who are 65 4 years of age or older and who have ceased to engage in any regular appointed 5 ministry. senior status shall automatically be given to all credential holders 6 who have reached the age of 65, whether or not they continue in full-time 7 ministry. 8 a. Terminology 9
(1) The term senior-active shall be used for credential holders 10 who continue to serve more than half-time in the ministry. 11
(2) The term senior-semiretired shall be used for credential 12 holders who continue to be active, but for half-time or less. 13 prior to the General Council session shall nominate two ministers from its 19 district, one of whom is not an elected full-time district official, to be 20 presented to the General Council as nominees from its area. These nominees 21
shall be presented to and be balloted upon by the General Council in session. 22
A two-thirds vote shall be required to nominate and elect. If no election has 23 been declared after the third elective ballot has been cast, the three candidates 24 having the highest number of votes in the last ballot cast shall be nominees to 25 be further voted upon, and all other names shall be eliminated. 26 1 (a) By area. The nominations for 11 area nonresident executive 2 presbyters shall be made as follows: Each district council at its annual meeting 3 prior to the General Council session shall nominate two ministers from its 4 district, one of whom is not an elected full-time district official, to be 5 presented to the General Council as nominees from its area. These nominees 6 shall be presented to the General Council in session and be balloted upon by 7 the General Council in session voting members of their respective area. 8 (Members of various areas will only vote on nominees from their area.) A 9 two-thirds vote shall be required to nominate and elect. If no election has been 10 declared after the third elective ballot has been cast, the three candidates 11 having the highest number of votes in the last ballot cast shall be nominees to 12 be further voted upon, and all other names shall be eliminated. (2) Size, maturity, and financial stability of the churches as to 8 membership (assessing both total membership and regular attendance), 9 leadership, and program ministries. 10 (3) Size, maturity, and financial stability of the proposed district, its 11 potential for leadership, and its ability to sustain support and program 12 ministries to its churches. 
